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CASE NO. 



THE HOFFMANN GROUP 

E»il Frldolln Hoffmann, f former German Economic Attache 
at Bucharest, with connectlone with the Nauheimer Xrele of neutralists, 
falls to a large extent Into the more traditional mould of a lobbyist* 

He maintains an office at Nymphenburgerstrasse 2, Berlln/Sohoenberg where 
he contacts the Soviet Economic Mission In East Berlin and the East China Export 
Corporation* He has excellent contacts In the Ministry of Economics and in the 
German Foreign Office* 

HOFFMAN 1 S most Important ministerial contact Is Dr. Matthias Schmidt ^ 
of the Planning Department ( Plannlngsabtr Hung) of the Federal Ministry of 
Economics* Th&ough. him Hoffmann facilitates triangular East-West trade 
through Sweden* It Is reported that HOFFMANN has benefltted through Schmidt's 
responsibility for the allocation fif German foreign exchange* 

HOFFMANN'S support comes from 250 firms which he claims to represent, 
among than filafabrlk Perutz, AEG, Faber Castell, and the Chemlsche Werke 
Huels, & residuary of I* G* Farben holdings* Much of Hoffmann* s Influence 
derives from the known extent of his East contacts* He Is supported in his 
work by Dr* Alfred Kroth. a brilliant economist and lawyer, influential 1A the' 
Ruhr, and a managing partner of the Deutsche Handelsgesellechaft West-Oat 
Dueseeldorf, a trading association closely allied with trade units In the 
Russian zone Government* 

SO- State HICOG-Bonn, Despatch # 2993, 10 April 1953-secret* 
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